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Complete the following activities for digital story telling portion of the hands-on activity for Thing 9:

1. Create a short 2-3 minute video that includes title, content, transitions and music. 

2. Create a screen shot of it (or a URL to it, if you post it online) to include with your reflection in your Portfolio.

         Insert a Screen Shot below:
http://mschamper.edublogs.org/files/2010/10/PhotoStory1-1fycixo.wmv
3. Write about three ways digital storytelling can be used in your classroom or educational setting.
Students could use digital storytelling as a way to compose a personal narrative. Equipping them with a digital camera or bringing in photos from home, students could arrange them and put text or narration with the photos to bring the story to life. I find this especially useful for those students who struggle at writing.

Another way students could use this would be in science to bring together a unit of study as maybe an alternative to a test. Students could locate pictures and images to fit the criteria for a given test and put animation and text with it showing their understanding of the images selected for their story.

A third way I see students using this would be in social studies. In creating kind of a timeline story, students could sequence pictures and images from certain periods of time in chronological order. Again adding text and narration to show their understanding of the flow between the images.


4. Include some feedback from a student or peer about your story, and what suggestions for improvement were recommended in your reflection.

Nancy VanEenenaam gave me some feedback as far as with the assignment being a digital story, I should have writing on each slide. I thought about this but did not want to take away from some of the pictures. As a model for one of the personal narratives I showed my students to write focusing on organizing paragraphs, my topic was about loving Michigan football. I created an outline for them and told them three things about Michigan football I love. The story talked about my in-laws garage where we go to watch the games, about the fabulous food we eat, and sometimes even being luck enough to go watch the games. So my digital story even though I did not narrate it or put words on every slide was composed with the story I wrote out for my class in mind. So now when I teach the lesson next year, I will have a digital story to show along with my telling of the story in class.
Reflection Part 1:

A.  Hands On Activity/Activities – Describe lesson/s you will use with your students.
As mentioned above my third graders need to write an organized personal narrative split up into paragraphs. I can use the digital story I made to make my story come alive for them with the use of pictures loaded up and ordered to match what my story says.
Reflection Part 2:  

A.  How will you use this technology application to improve learning experiences for your students and/or improve your own practice? 
For my visual learners who need to see images to go along with words, this would be a wonderful tool to help them see how I am creating my story based on real events that I took part in. The images hopefully will encourage them to use vivid details in their personal narratives and take the time to explain their stories in detail as well.
B. What effective teaching and learning strategy(ies), based on the work by Marzano (http://gets.gc.k12.va.us/VSTE/2008/ ) will this technology application address, to make a difference in the learning experience for your students? 
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 5 – non‐linguistic representations
C. Describe an activity or lesson in your classroom, and the Michigan curriculum standard or Educational Technology standard you will be meeting, which uses this "thing".
I see possibly having students brining in their own flash drive with pictures already set to upload and creating a digital story of their own to aid in writing their personal narratives. Especially those students who have trouble with handwriting or those students who have a hard time getting their thoughts down on paper. This would be a great way for them to use pictures to help them get their thoughts out.
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