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Complete the following activities for digital citizenship portion of the hands-on activity for Thing 7:

1. Select two websites from the bogus/hoax list. Critically review the two websites using the Joyce Valenza criteria (content, authority/credibility, bias/purpose, and usability/navigation).  Submit a one paragraph critical evaluation of each web site.   Include the web addresses, screen shots, and a reflection of this activity in your portfolio. 
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Coalition to Ban DHMO: http://BanDHMO.org
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Dihydrogen monoxide (DHMO) is colorless, odorless, tasteless, and sickens over 4 billion and kills over 2 million people every year (United Nations World Health

Prolonged exposure to its solid form causes severe tissue damage. Symptoms of DHMO ingestion can include excessive sweating and urination, and possibly a bloated
feeling, nausea, vomiting and body electrolyte imbalance. For those who have become dependent, DHMO withdrawal means certain death.

"Recreational DHMO illness can have a significant impact on public health not only because
of the severity of the illness but also the number of people who die."*

*Department of Health, State Of Washington (www2.DOH.WA.Gov).
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Organization, 2008: www.WHO.Int). Most of these deaths are caused by accidental inhalation of DHMO, but the dangers of dihydrogen monoxide do not end there.

Schamper Thing 7.




Critical Evaluation of site 1/Reflections: The content of the web is very biased saying that dihydrogen monoxide is a bad thing. There is no information to explain what the chemical really is. But knowing word parts one could conclude that the website is giving a bad name to a chemical compound made up of two hydrogen and one oxygen also known as water. The site never reveals this or attempts to explain the terminology in layman’s terms.  The site talks about all the negative aspects of this “invisible killer”. The sources at the bottom of the page are not very reliable and the date range is unending. The site is short and not too in-depth. The site when searched by snopes.com comes up as a true story that someone created it on the basis of trying to fool gullible people into believing that water is a dangerous substance.
Web address site 1: http://descy.50megs.com/descy/webcred/webcred/dhmo.html
Bogus/Hoax site 2 - Insert a Screen Shot: [image: image2.png]/2 Save The Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus - Windows Intemet Explorer
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About The Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus
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The Pacific Northwest tree octopus (Octopus paxarbolis) can be found in the temperate rainforests of the Olympic
Peninsula on the west coast of North America. Their habitat lies on the Eastern side of the Olympic mountain range,
adjacent to Hood Canal. These solitary cephalopods reach an average size (measured from arm-tip to mantle-tip,) of 30-33 g
cm. Unlike most other cephalopods, tree octopuses are amphibious, spending only their early life and the period of their
mating season in their ancestral aquatic environment. Because of the moistness of the rainforests and specialized skin
adaptations, they are able to keep from becoming desiccated for prolonged periods of time, but given the chance they
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Critical Evaluation of site 2/Reflections: On the site itself it talks about how this species is not on the endangered species list. One could figure why because it is not a real animal. The mention of Sasquatch makes me curious too in thinking that the octopus is a real thing. Just knowing what I know about octopus living in the water makes me curious how an octopus species could survive in a tree even though it is in a rainforest type of habitat. At the bottom of the site I noted that the site is not affiliated with any school or educational organizations. In the FAQ section it talks about giving money to the animals. Instead of sending in to an organization it tells one to go directly to the animal itself to give it the money with coins not being accepted. The pictures as well are all of varying colors and clearly in the “sightings” the octopus are stuffed animal and plastic looking. The author of the website is very into the saving and preserving of the tree octopus and gives many ways to help this poor creature.
Web address site 2: http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
Reflection Part 1:

A.  Hands On Activity/Activities – Describe lesson/s you will use with your students.
I would like to take the tree octopus website and use it as a teaching tool for students to help them understand and give an example of everything they see online is not really real. Many third graders if not all I think will be fooled by believing the website’s content. I will play along and we can brainstorm ways to help this octopus. Then after we are done, I will reveal that this is an example of a website that is not real. Then go ahead and help them look critically at the site.
Reflection Part 2:  

A.  How will you use this technology application to improve learning experiences for your students and/or improve your own practice? 
This is a good reminder for me to critically evaluate each site I choose to use before using it myself or suggesting it to students as a safe or accurate site to use for information. I want students to see the fun in using the Internet but also allowing them to learn through this experience that not all websites are created equal or fair.
B. What effective teaching and learning strategy(ies), based on the work by Marzano (http://gets.gc.k12.va.us/VSTE/2008/ ) will this technology application address, to make a difference in the learning experience for your students? 

· Objectives and feedback

· Generating and testing hypothesis

C. Describe an activity or lesson in your classroom, and the Michigan curriculum standard or Educational Technology standard you will be meeting, which uses this "thing".
As mentioned earlier I would like to show the class the tree octopus website. I think with this site talking about an animal kids will relate to it quicker and it will be more believable to them. We would do a whole class lesson on looking at the site, making it believable, and then revealing why it is not accurate.
1.b, 2.a, 2.b, 3.a, 3.d, 4.a, 4.b, 4.c
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Complete the following activities for digital citizenship portion of the hands-on activity for Thing 7:

2. Write up a plan in your portfolio identifying 2 activities that you will use in your setting to help others learn about: cyberbullying, personal information on the web, acceptable use of the Internet, and/or Netiquette.
I would like to involve my third graders in looking at netiquette information in regards to writing email. We could pretend that we are writing an email to Mr. Harris our principal and talk about what things or ideas would be appropriate to talk to him about and what would not. I know many times kids are prone to using the texting talk with abbreviations. We would tie this activity into language arts because the class needs to learn about the difference between formal and informal writing. We would relate that to an email and talk about why writing an email to Mr. Harris would be different than writing an email to a friend.
I think another activity my third graders would relate to is cyberbullying. I know that I feel more comfortable saying things in an email than I would in real life. So teaching that to the class would be appropriate in their future interactions with email and messaging . I would make up scenarios about what someone might say to them online that would be appropriate and some that would not be appropriate. We could then have a whole class discussion about each example talking about why or why not the examples would be appropriate.
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