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Participant Name:
Melissa Schamper  
District:

Eagle Crest
_____________
Thing Name:   Differentiated Instruction and Diverse Learning    Thing Number: ___6A__Time Logged: 
3

Complete the following activities for the first portion of the hands-on activity for Thing 6:

1. Create an account in Learnport to access NetTrekker and set up your profile. Use the Read Aloud and Dictionary Hotkey features on at least 3 hits. Capture a screen shot and write a reflection in your portfolio of how you can use these resources to Differentiate Instruction in your setting.
After visiting this site I found a great resource to use with my struggling fluent readers. We test all of our students at the beginning of the year to see who needs help with being more fluent. We have volunteers come in to read passages with the children. On this site I found through nettrekker, there are decodable fiction and non-fiction passages. I can have students on my thin clients practicing fluency. The read aloud feature can read the passage back to them once they have had a chance to read the passage. Thereby allowing them to hear words that are hard to pronounce. They can also have the option of defining words in the text they do not understand.
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Reflection Part 1:

A.  Hands On Activity/Activities – Describe lesson/s you will use with your students.
I would like to have students who are struggling readers access this site to practice reading fluency. They can read the passage out loud to themselves. Next they can highlight the text to have it read back to them ensuring proper pronunciation. In addition they can build their vocabulary skills to define hard words they might not understand.
Reflection Part 2:  

A.  How will you use this technology application to improve learning experiences for your students and/or improve your own practice? 
The students will become more proficient computer users as well as learning how to read more fluently. I know they will get practice with the volunteer but this site will allow them to gain extra practice with reading when not working with a parent volunteer.
B. What effective teaching and learning strategy(ies), based on the work by Marzano (http://gets.gc.k12.va.us/VSTE/2008/ ) will this technology application address, to make a difference in the learning experience for your students? 
 5 – non‐linguistic representations
C. Describe an activity or lesson in your classroom, and the Michigan curriculum standard or Educational Technology standard  you will be meeting, which uses this "thing".
I would like to demonstrate how to use this website with the whole class and then get them to finding the website and stories themselves to aid them in improving their fluency. Hopefully a hands on approach like this will enable some to take charge of their learning and motivate them to become more fluent readers.
1.b, 2.a, 2.b, 2.c,  3.a, 3.c, 3.d, 4.b
Self – Evaluation of your NETS-T Proficiency on this Thing (Please tell us where you think you are at upon completion).
	Proficiency Score:
	Score
	Score
	Score
	Score
	Score

	Lickert Scale
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	NETS-T Performance Proficiency
	------
	Beginning
	Developing
	Proficient
	Transformative
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Complete the following activities for second portion of the hands-on activity for Thing 6:

2.  Using Vozme or another FREE text to speech converter, make a text to audio recording. Capture a screen while you are creating the audio recording. Write a reflection on how this compares to using the Read Aloud feature of NetTrekker.
With Vozme I can take text right from my materials we are learning about in class to have read to the class. For example I took text out of our Viking packet where it talks about the geography of Scandinavia. If a student is absent the day we go over this information, I can simply copy and paste it into Vozme to read back to them at a time when it is convenient. In that sense I like Vozme more because my own text is there. I don’t have to search for what I want like I did with Net Trekker. Another neat feature about Vozme is that I can download the MP3 and save it from year to year. Probably even import all the text for a particular unit of study to play back to students when needed.
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Reflection Part 1:

B.  Hands On Activity/Activities – Describe lesson/s you will use with your students.
I can download anything I have created on the computer in a speech format. This would be especially helpful to one of my students who has to crane her neck in order to see the words on the page. Now she can just hear the information being read to her instead of having to read it on her own. I also like that I can type in my own text too for the purposes of explaining directions. Now instead of me repeating the directions, I can have the class go to this tool to hear the directions a second time if needed. However I hear that VozMe is banned as a site at our school.
Reflection Part 2:  

D.  How will you use this technology application to improve learning experiences for your students and/or improve your own practice? 
Knowing that this is available can help me in helping out my struggling readers. I can down load tests for them to be read out loud to students as they progress through instead of me having to take the time to do this for them.
E. What effective teaching and learning strategy(ies), based on the work by Marzano (http://gets.gc.k12.va.us/VSTE/2008/ ) will this technology application address, to make a difference in the learning experience for your students? 
 5 – non‐linguistic representations
F. Describe an activity or lesson in your classroom, and the Michigan curriculum standard or Educational Technology standard  you will be meeting, which uses this "thing".
Again I can have directions, tests, quizzes, assignments, or science/social studies packets downloaded to be ready to read to students who might need the extra help of hearing the text read out loud to them.
1.b, 2.a, 2.b, 2.c,  3.a, 3.c, 3.d, 4.b
3. Explain how each of the tools could positively impact the teaching and learning in your setting.
Reflection 3:
The first website on Net Trekker would positively impact my struggling readers with improving their fluency scores. I would think it would be good practice and improve their word per minute score and hopefully lessen the errors they make while reading.
The second website can be used on so many levels. As mentioned before for the student I have this year that has trouble physically reading. I know hearing text is a much better mode for her to take in information. Another student has trouble reading test questions and does not come to ask for help much. Maybe if he had the option to hear it on the computer he would take the time and not be as embarrassed to ask for help. 

Self – Evaluation of your NETS-T Proficiency on this Thing (Please tell us where you think you are at upon completion).
	Proficiency Score:
	Score
	Score
	Score
	Score
	Score

	Lickert Scale
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	NETS-T Performance Proficiency
	------
	Beginning
	Developing
	Proficient
	Transformative


