Thing Name:

Research & Reference Tools

          Thing Number: ___18A__
Time Logged: 
1


Participant Name:
Melissa Schamper
  
District:
         Eagle Crest


____
Complete the following activities for Research & Reference portion of the hands-on activity for Thing 18:

Using the http://www.mel.org site, complete the following activities to evaluate educational databases. 

1.  Student Research:   Select one of the pairs of databases below to compare/contrast the appropriateness, usability, content, and credibility for use within the classroom.   Capture a screen shot of one of the databases, and include your compare/contrast analysis in the reflection for your portfolio.

         e-Library Elementary and Kids InfoBits
         InfoTrac Junior Edition and InfoTrac Student Edition
         SIRS Discoverer Deluxe and SIRS Renaissance

Insert a Screen Shot below:
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I compared e-Library to Kids InfoBits. I was not impressed with e-Library’s appropriateness. I searched the topic of sound and up came “From Bach to Beer Bottles.” I am pretty sure I don’t want my third graders looking at this resource. Many of the other resources seemed much to advanced for them to look through. I noticed too if I was not extremely specific, I would get every article under the sun that included my key word. Right off the bat infobits looked much more kid friendly to use by including pictures to go along with topics rather than have them know precisely what topic to type in for e-Library. Another user friendly aspect of infobits is the read aloud feature that popped up with the article I was reading. In infobits the articles seem more credible at least more at my third graders level. I think having them read a newspaper article that came up on e-Library would be difficult to read and understand. The content in infobits to me looks much more on topic and what I would want my third graders browsing through rather than the strange content that came up in e-Library.
Reflection Part 1:

A.  Hands On Activity/Activities – Describe lesson/s you will use with your students.
I can see using infobits as a resource search engine when we do a research project. When we study medieval history and have my students do a research report, this is an online resource where I can have them go to look up information about their topic. I love that most of the articles have the option to read the article. That would be especially helpful for my struggling readers.
Reflection Part 2:  

A.  How will you use this technology application to improve learning experiences for your students and/or improve your own practice? 
This will be one more time saver for my students as a way to look up information on the topic they need to do research on. The user friendly set up of the site will help make their searches more focused and help them stay on task.
B. What effective teaching and learning strategy(ies), based on the work by Marzano (http://gets.gc.k12.va.us/VSTE/2008/ ) will this technology application address, to make a difference in the learning experience for your students? 
18. Research & Reference Tools

 1 – similarities and differences

 2 ‐ Summarizing and note‐taking

 4 ‐ Homework and practice

 8 – generating and testing hypothesis
C. Describe an activity or lesson in your classroom, and the Michigan curriculum standard or Educational Technology standard you will be meeting, which uses this "thing".
I can see my advanced students using the two computers in my room during independent working times to work on an independent project. In the project they would need to come up with an idea related to a particular topic to complete research on. Then compile that information into a report to share with the rest of the class. My high students could even extend their science or social studies content if they are already familiar with what topics we are studying in the classroom.
1.a, 1.b, 2.a, 2.b, 2.c, 3.a., 3.d, 4.b
Thing Name:

Research & Reference Tools

          Thing Number: ___18B__
Time Logged: 
1


Participant Name:
Melissa Schamper
  
District:
         Eagle Crest


____
Complete the following activities for Research & Reference portion of the hands-on activity for Thing 18:

Using the http://www.mel.org site, complete the following activities to evaluate educational databases. 

2.  Advanced Research:  Select one of the databases below and explore the appropriateness, usability, content, and credibility for use within the classroom.  Capture a screen shot of one of the databases, and include your analysis in the reflection for your portfolio.  

         Academic One File, General One File,   Educators Reference Complete
Educators Reference Complete I found to be very appropriate for my purposes as an educator. I liked the reading level of the material and found the usability of the site to be very user friendly. I could locate and find journal articles. I could quickly see if an article applied to what I needed. The content seemed to fit what I as an educator would be looking for and many of the articles sources came from credible organizations like Weekly Reader.
Insert a Screen Shot below:
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Reflection Part 1:

B.  Hands On Activity/Activities – Describe lesson/s you will use with your students.
I would use this site more for me an educator to keep up to date on trends in education. The site would be too advanced for my third graders. From reading articles, I could come up with lesson plan ideas or I could cite examples from the articles I read.
Reflection Part 2:  

D.  How will you use this technology application to improve learning experiences for your students and/or improve your own practice? 
This site could improve my own practice by providing me with a research base to go to when I need articles for educational purposes. I never knew that these resources were free to me as a Michigan resident. Once I graduated from college I thought all the online data sources were off limits to me. It was neat to realize that I do in fact have access to a lot of resources.
E. What effective teaching and learning strategy(ies), based on the work by Marzano (http://gets.gc.k12.va.us/VSTE/2008/ ) will this technology application address, to make a difference in the learning experience for your students? 
18. Research & Reference Tools

 1 – similarities and differences

 2 ‐ Summarizing and note‐taking

 4 ‐ Homework and practice

 8 – generating and testing hypothesis
F. Describe an activity or lesson in your classroom, and the Michigan curriculum standard or Educational Technology standard  you will be meeting, which uses this "thing".
Through this research I hope to find articles that will apply to the topics I am teaching to aid in my own understanding of content. This will allow me then to better teach my students because I will have more knowledge about a topic to share with them.
1.a, 1.b, 2.a, 2.b, 2.c, 3.a., 3.d, 4.b
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____
Complete the following activities for Research & Reference portion of the hands-on activity for Thing 18:

Using the http://www.mel.org site, complete the following activities to evaluate educational databases. 

3.  Work Cited - 1:  Using the MEL databases, complete a search for an educational topic.  Create a citation for the web address using the citation tools within MEL, in either MLA or APA format.  Copy and paste a screen shot and the citation into the reflection of your Portfolio. 
Metz, S. (Nov 2010). Inquiring minds.  The Science Teacher, 77, 9. p.6. Retrieved November 24, 2010, from Educator's Reference Complete via Gale:
http://find.galegroup.com/gtx/start.do?prodId=PROF&userGroupName=lom_accessmich
Insert a Screen Shot below:
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Reflection Part 1:

C.  Hands On Activity/Activities – Describe lesson/s you will use with your students.
This tool would be great for me as an educator should I need to do anymore research work in my graduate career. I like the easiness of the citation. That would be an enormous help for writing up a works cited page.
Reflection Part 2:  

G.  How will you use this technology application to improve learning experiences for your students and/or improve your own practice? 
In my own practice when I need to compile research about a topic this is where I could go to easily do that for free.
H. What effective teaching and learning strategy(ies), based on the work by Marzano (http://gets.gc.k12.va.us/VSTE/2008/ ) will this technology application address, to make a difference in the learning experience for your students? 
18. Research & Reference Tools

 1 – similarities and differences

 2 ‐ Summarizing and note‐taking

 4 ‐ Homework and practice

 8 – generating and testing hypothesis
I. Describe an activity or lesson in your classroom, and the Michigan curriculum standard or Educational Technology standard you will be meeting, which uses this "thing".
This thing would allow me to be a lifelong learner. I hope to always be tied into the newest trends in education that have been proven to work.
1.a, 1.b, 2.a, 2.b, 2.c, 3.a., 3.d, 4.b
Self – Evaluation of your NETS-T Proficiency on this Thing (Please tell us where you think you are at upon completion).
	Proficiency Score:
	Score
	Score
	Score
	Score
	Score

	Lickert Scale
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	NETS-T Performance Proficiency
	------
	Beginning
	Developing
	Proficient
	Transformative


